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Tomb of Sennofer

Date
late 19th to early 20th century (printed 1992)

Primary Maker
Artist Unknown

Medium
gelatin silver print

Description
Mayor of Thebes during the reign of Amenhotep II, 
Sennofer built his tomb on the west bank of the Nile, on a 
high point of the hill of Sheikh Abd-el-Gurna. The burial 
chamber is remarkable for its roughly hewn ceiling, an 
undulating surface painted to resemble an arbor with 
vines and clusters of grapes. Depicted on a pillar in the 
tomb, Sennofer's wife Meryt presents to her husband a 

basket containing a golden collar. The accompanying text describes the gesture of her right hand, "making 
fast the double heart (amulet)," referring to the decoration in the shape of two stylized hearts which hangs 
from Sennofer's neck. Within the hearts are written the prenomen and nomen of Amenhotep II. A number 
of the cracks visible in this photo have since widened, and portions of Meryt's arm are now lost.

Dimensions
Sight: 11 7/8 x 9 1/2 in. (30.2 x 24.1 cm) Mat: 20 x 16 in. (50.8 x 40.6 cm)


