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Basic Detail Report

Water Jar

Date
1200-1450

Primary Maker
Chancay

Medium
pottery and paint

Description
The ceramics produced by Chancay potters were less 
technically developed than the Nazca polychromes or the 
Moche portrait vessels, but they still bear a sensitivity 
that commands a second look. The clay has a high sand 
content. Colors are generally limited to a thin reddish-
brown or black paint design over a white slip which is at 
times carelessly applied. Details are at best suggestive 
but sculpturally the completed vessels are both charming 
and functional. The sides of this vessel have been painted 
with a brown geometric design over a white slip which 
forms the ground for a modelled monkey. Monkeys were 

not native to the desert coast and were probably traded from the Amazon Basin located to the east of the 
Andes mountains.

Dimensions
Overall: 17 1/8 x 11 x 8 1/2 in. (43.5 x 27.9 x 21.6 cm)


