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Tripod Bowl

Date
ca. 1000-1550

Primary Maker
Greater Nicoya

Medium
pottery and slip paint

Description
This bowl celebrates a major theme of this exhibition: 

Respect and reverence for the jaguar and its relationship with humans. The body of the bowl provides the 
body of the jaguar, with a modeled head attached to the front and three legs rather than four. Black, 
cream, and red paint were used against an orange background. The artists carefully placed dots and 
spirals around the rim to accentuate the jaguar’s distinctive spots. A bowl of this size and design would 
have been used for ceremonial feasting.

Dimensions
Overall: 5 3/8 x 9 1/4 x 6 3/8 in. (13.7 x 23.5 x 16.2 cm)


