Basic Detail Report

Mask

Date
ca. 250-550

Primary Maker
Teotihuacan

Medium
greenstone

Description
The square shape of this mask contrasts sharply with the
prominently triangular nose of its human face. The eyes

and eyebrows have been reduced to simple horizontal
lines. The natural pattern of the greenstone provides the
mask with a lively effect despite the minimalistic rendering of its facial features. The specific function of
Teotihuacan masks is uncertain but they have been interpreted as elements of funerary bundles. The holes
in the ears, and occasionally in the forehead, indicate that they may have been attached to larger objects
such as an effigy made of perishable materials.

Dimensions
Overall: 81/2x81/2x51/8in.(21.6 x 21.6 x 13 cm)
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