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Utility Cloth (Tzute)

Date
not dated

Primary Maker
Artist Unknown

Medium
cotton, rayon, silk and dye

Description
This ceremonial tzute was hand woven using cotton, 
rayon, and silk. The base of this piece is red and the 
finished edges are purple and green. Red, yellow, pink, 

blue, and purple animals such as water birds, roosters, and turkeys are brocaded throughout the piece in 
silk. The household animals are both significant in the diet and economy of Maya people, but also 
symbolize messages from the spirit world that are believed to arrive in bird form. The weaver signed this 
piece in the center.

Dimensions
Overall: 44 1/2 x 45 in. (113 x 114.3 cm)


