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Narcissus Bowl
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1736-1795

Medium
porcelain and clair de lune glaze

Description
The shape and glaze of this piece may have been inspired by earlier Song dynasty Ju ware examples in the
imperial palace collection. Ju ware refers to a high-fired pottery of a light green or lavender color produced
as tribute ware. Less than one hundred examples of this ware survive today. Bulb bowls of this type were
typical accoutrements on the desk of the literati in which narcissus and other small bulb plants were
grown. While the Song example would probably not have any additional decoration, this example has a
pair of applique zhi or split-tail dragons forming handles at either end.

Dimensions
Overall: 21/8x7 1/4 x4 in. (5.4 x 18.4 x 10.2 cm)
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