
Page  of 1 1

Basic Detail Report

Flask

Date
ca. 600-900

Primary Maker
Maya (archaeological culture)

Medium
pottery and slip paint

Description
The sloping roof, thatch, and dimensions of a traditional 
Maya house can be seen in this rectangular architectural 
example of a Maya tobacco flask. This mold-made 
example is decorated with serpent masks on both sides, 
perhaps as an indication that the mind altering state 
conveyed from tobacco ingestion facilitated communion 
with powerful ancestors, often portrayed as serpents in 
Maya art.

Dimensions
Overall: 3 x 1 7/8 x 1 1/8 in. (7.6 x 4.8 x 2.9 cm)


